
 

 

 

My letter and prayer to our students 

My dearest and devoted students: 

    We open a new academic year invoking God’s guidance through this Mass of the Holy 
Spirit. We ask God to keep us constantly safe in our everyday travel to and from school and 
other places; to spare us from sickness and to give us perseverance to do our home works, so that 
we may reap success in our endeavors.  

    We beg our gracious God to send us the Holy Spirit to inspire us, to encourage us and to 
heighten our diligence and zeal so we may listen more attentively, recite more intelligently and 
complete the chores that we will be asked to do.   

In this Mass I exhort you, my dear students, to remember two essential things, and to live 
them out daily. These are:  

The First is an act of gratitude.  

The Second is, make a promise. 

    The First essential thing is to be always thankful. We thank God, first of all, for His gift 
of life. We thank God for His grace of saving love. There are so many wonderful gifts that God 
makes available to us: infinite knowledge; numerous skills and countless talents. He created us 
with abilities and imparts to us valuable opportunities to use them. God has made you special. 
You are someone. You are somebody.  

 Be thankful to your parents. They love you so much and care for you. You are here today 
because of that love and care. They are willing to sacrifice so they can give you the best that they 
can give. Have you ever stopped to think about these questions? Why can you eat what you want 
to eat? Why, oftentimes, can you have what you desire? Why can you wear what you need to 
wear? Why can you study in your school? It is because of your parents. They want you to have 
the best in life. They want you to have a good and bright future. When was the last time you 
thoughtfully told them, “thank you mommy, thank you daddy for all that you’ve done and given 
me?”  

Be thankful to your teachers. They are your second parents in school. They have 
dedicated their lives to teaching and guiding you; sharing their time and talents to impart to you 
knowledge that you will need in your life. As your guardians they are committed to protect and 
properly guide you.  



 But even as they teach you, your teachers still continue to study and learn, train and do 
research so that they can be updated. They wake up early, even earlier than you because they 
have to be in school ahead of all of you. What is the reward they desire most out of their job? It 
is to have attentive, well-behaved, and diligent students. They feel rewarded when they see that 
you have learned something. They are elated when you follow well their instructions and 
admonitions, and they are delighted when you fulfill and complete the tasks they give you.  

So be thankful to your teachers. Each day when you rise up first thank God for the gift of 
life; thank Him for your parents and your teachers. During the day find time to express 
appreciation to your parents. And don’t leave your school without thanking your teachers for 
teaching you new things each day.   

    Second, make a promise. Be sure your promises do not remain empty words. They are 
not mere resolutions; they are a commitment to definite courses of actions.    

Your promise to God comes with your daily prayers. Speak to Him in prayer. Pray to 
God to take good care of you, your parents and all the people in your school. In return tell God 
you will take good care of your soul and body which God has made beautiful and very much 
pleasing in His sight. Thus you tell him that you will not do anything to dirty your body and soil 
your soul. This means that you will avoid sin and remain His devoted son or daughter.  

Your promise to your parents should be followed with exemplary performance. This 
means you will perform good deeds. You will provide them with good results and outstanding 
grades. You promise that you will never fail them and never fail yourself. You will work hard to 
live up to their expectation and make them proud of you. You will give them the honor and 
respect due them. In this way you show them that you do not take their sacrifices for grant; that 
you will not waste their hard-earned money but instead use them to prepare for the bright future 
that they dream for you.  

    Your promise to your teachers is fulfilled shown with your physical presence. You will 
not sleep in, not be absent from, or cut classes. Be present in class actively. Do not just be a chair 
warmer but engage yourself in the process of acquiring knowledge. Cooperate with your 
teachers’ efforts to expand your mind, to widen your horizon. All the things that she’ll ask you to 
do will eventually redound to your benefit and well-being. When you leave this school and move 
on to higher pursuits you will realize how important are all the phases of learning that you need 
to go through in school. And hopefully when that time comes you will be filled with gratitude for 
all that have been taught to you and not be full of regret at the things that you missed.  

    At this start of the school year be grateful for this precious chance to have an education 
and step forward to success. Also, promise to be good throughout the year. Be thankful and 
promise that you will produce good results.  

 Let me end with this parable of the pencil.  



 The pencil maker spoke to all the pencils lined up to be put in the pencil box. He said, 
“There are five good characteristics that you possess that give good lessons in life. Remember 
these things and bring them with you wherever you go.” The pencils listened intently.  

  The pencil maker then further explained.  

 First trait of a pencil is that you can do so many things. But you can only accomplish all 
these if you will allow be held and handled by a hand .  

Second, you can write beautiful, fine and noteworthy things, but for these to be achieved, 
you must be sharpened. And this is a most painful process involving blades and losing part of 
yourself.  

 Third, you have the capacity to erase the wrong that you’ve written and the mistake you 
have made.  

  Fourth, the most important and valuable thing you possess is inside you.      

Fifth, when you are used you will leave a mark and a trace of your existence.  

    My dearest students this parable of the pencil is also very true for us. Like the pencil we 
should allow ourselves to be held, to be directed. Thus you should hold onto God and allow Him 
to take you, to hold you, to take possession of you. Let your parents to nudge you towards the 
right things; and your parents to properly guide you.  

    Like the pencil you should be ready to sacrifice so you can grow and make good things.  
Self-offering is necessary for us to bear fruit.  

God will never leave us or forsake us. God will continue to believe and to trust. In Him 
there is always a second chance, or lots of chances. And we can always correct, redirect our 
lives. 

 The value of the pencil lies inside. So it is with you. What is beautiful is inside you, in 
your heart, and in your thoughts. God sees beyond appearances. And so bring out your goodness. 
Reveal your true beauty, your true worth.  

Finally, the pencil tells us that in this life you should make a difference. In this school, 
and in your life, leave a significant and beautiful mark. 

And now I pray for you:    

 Our loving Lord Jesus, our all-knowing Teacher 

You are our true guide in our earthly life. 

You guard us against all evil and sins. 



We come to you with a humble heart to pray and to intercede  

   for these students [mention their names]. 

In Your great love make them outstanding and well-disciplined students. 

Lead them away from all bad and negative influences. 

Spare them from troubles and heartaches. 

Keep them away from illegal drugs and all kinds of dangers that leave them  

   astray and destroy their future.  

Deliver them from vices, laziness and failures. 

 

Our loving Lord Jesus, I commend them to Your protection. 

Let them use their talents and skills for Your greater glory. 

Let them apply their knowledge and gifts for the good of their community, 

       and not merely for their own personal sanctification. 

Let them appreciate the efforts and sacrifices of their parents and teachers. 

Let them finish their studies in due time and with flying colors. 

And let them live like You who “grew in stature and strength and was filled with 
wisdom; the grace of God was upon him” (Luke 2,40). 

Amen.   

 

 

 

 


