
 
 
 
 
Pastoral Reflection on Mercy, part one 
Second Sunday of Advent, 06 December 2015 
  

“be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6,36) 
 
   For the glory of God and for the goodwill of His people on April 11, 2015 our beloved Holy 
Father Pope Francis proclaims the extraordinary jubilee year of mercy. With his papal bull 
Misericordiae Vultus Pope Francis declares officially December 08, 2015 until November 20, 
2016 as Year of Mercy. He desires “the holy door will become a door of mercy through which 
anyone who enters will experience the love of God who consoles, pardons, and instill hope.”   
 
   Here in our Diocese to serve as God’s channels of mercies and to share them to our people 
we have designated the Cathedral Shrine of Saint Joseph, Husband of Mary and a Parish 
Church in our four Vicariates as pilgrim Churches during the extraordinary Jubilee Year of 
Mercy. These are: 

Saint John the Baptist in Dinalupihan 
Saint Catherine of Siena in Samal 

Cathedral Shrine of Saint Joseph in Balanga 
Diocesan Shrine of Divine Mercy in Balanga   

Diocesan Shrine of San Roque in Lamao for Healing and Pastoral Care of the Sick  
 

   The opening of our Diocesan Holy Door in the Cathedral Shrine of Saint Joseph will be on 
Friday, December 11 at 5,15pm with the Bishop as main presider. The respective Vicar 
Foranes of the four abovementioned Churches will lead simultaneously the liturgical 
celebration on Saturday, December 12 at 8am. 
 
   As we will pass those Diocesan Holy Doors, let us reflect on their valuable roles in our 
life... 
 
   A door connotes passage or entry. It evokes a sense of admittance or accessibility. An open 
door is a silent expression of welcome and an invitation to feel at home. It gives a message of 
one being accepted and a tacit wish for he who comes to be comfortable. 
 
   A closed door, on the other hand, would mean that those inside should not be disturbed. It 
looks like a barrier. It gives an indirect order that permission must first be sought before 
coming in. A closed door could even carry the stern message recorded in Matthew 25:12 “I 
tell you. I do not know you.” 

 
   When the Church opens her door... it means that she knows everybody and invites everyone. 
The Church welcomes and accepts all. She recognizes all as her children. So, for her there is 
no barrier, no separation. There is no distance, no discrimination. She makes everybody feel 
at home with her, regardless of social position, conditions and orientations. And she treats and 
accepts all equally, regardless of contributions and connections. 
 
   Thus, all must acknowledge that God is reaching out to all. God continually searches for all, 
and includes all in His great plan of salvation. Thus, no one is left behind. No one is excluded. 



No one is ignored or abandoned. The Church wants all to feel comfortable with God. More 
even: to be consoled by God. For, God is indeed open to all. God is truly for all. 
 
   When the Church opens her door... it means that we can experience a passage from failures 
to success, from defeats to victories, from sin to grace… The Church opens her door- and so 
we are invited to rest, to renew and to refresh our life and our hearts in God. 
 
   God indeed wants us to be inspired, not discouraged; to be motivated and not disappointed; 
to keep on moving, not regress. God will never give up on us. God will never quit on us. God 
will never abandon nor leave us. He will continue to hope in us, to open His heart to us, to lay 
down His life for us. 
 
   When the Church opens her door... it means that God is there, waiting for us. God is always 
watching us. God is ready to walk with us as to lead us back to the gates of heaven. 

 
   Now let us end this reflection with a very impressive painting entitled “The Light of the 
World” of Holman Hunt in 1854. In that painting, Jesus appeared thorn-crowned, carrying a 
lantern and knocking at a closed door. Someone asked the painter, “Why is there no handle on 
the door?”  
 
   Mr. Hunt replied, “We should open the door for Him. The handle is on the inside!”  
 
   When the Church opens her door... is now our turn, our time...to open our hearts to Christ.  
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